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THE FAMINE WOLF IN KOREA.

^ new experience lias come to the
missionaries in Korea during the past

few months, certainly quite an unexpect-
ed one. This is not a famine country.
History makes record of no such periodi-

cal failure of rain throughout the penin-
sula and resulting dearth of all verdure
and general starvation of man and beast

as we associate by right with the thought
of India and China. The very position

of the country between two seas and its

absence of plains and abundance of

mountains seem to insure it against the
possibility of any such calamity. Nor
has it ever been peopled so teemingly
that its natural resources, even under
strain, seemed unequal to the nourish-
ment of all its inhabitants.

’ The fact has therefore come as a sur-

prise to all of us, and one not easy to

grasp, that actual scarcity of the suste-,

nance of life exists among those we con-
stantly meet and deal with in the pursuit

of our chosen work. Last year was a dry
year. To the foreigner who sought to

nurture a “garden” into yielding a taste-

ful variety for his table or to further at

that season the adornment of his com-
pound, this fact was sufficiently apparent
during the last half of the summer, when
the long awaited rainy season wholly fail-,

ed to occur. At that time however we
thought chiefly of ourselves and but
casually of our neighbors. In the early

fall reports began to come in from certain

districts along the coast to the effect that

scarcity of food prevailed, but even this

is a common cry in spring and attracted

little interest. It was not till the fall

tours were made following Annual Meet-
ing that missionaries began to realize that

something like famine conditions were

threatening in these localities. The pro-

gress of the winter has brought it more
and more to our realization, till now it is

a well established fact that gaunt famine
stalks unchecked in one or two of the
hitherto fertile magistracies of the
country.

This condition is uot general. In the
north, in the south, and in the east it

does not exist. In some sections last

year the rainfall was quite normal, in

others but slightly diminished. But in

several magistracies fifty miles or so to

the north-west of Seoul and in certain

others about as far to the south there is

absolute dearth, and in adjacent regions
great scarcity with prevailing high prices

of food. These conditions and the means
by which the inhabitants of those regions
have sought to meet them are indicated

by several writers in this and the previ-

ous number of The Korea Field. Large
numbers have removed to districts better

favored. Those who remain have lived

on roots aud grass and other substances
hitherto thought fit only for cattle. And
many have swarmed to the capital in

search of work by which they might earn
the means of at least partially satisfying

the craving of nature. No deaths are
known to be due to absolute starvation ‘

but undoubtedly many have been so en-
feebled by lack of proper nourishment
that the system has been unable to resist

the inroads of ordinary disease. And
undoubtedly some such have been among
the number, both in Seoul, and ip the
country, who were found frozen to death
during the past unusually severe winter.

Meanwhile Government has sought to

lighten the woes of its subjects by pro-

hibiting the exportation of rice and by
importing it from China in order that

the supply might be sufficient and the
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price more moderate. One of the mis-
sionaries had the forethought, when
these conditions first began to appear to

write fully of them to Dr. Underwood,
who is on furlough in America

;
and the

docter, with Characteristic promptitude,
took such steps that our mission treasurer

was cabled to use funds in the relief of

distress. Up to the present time one
thousand yen (five hundred dollars gold)

have been so placed at our disposal, and
at this writing, May 6th., 57S.88 yen
have been utilized, the prospect being
that several hundred yen more will

be required to carry the beneficiaries

through to the reaping of crops. The
afflicted districts are in the territory

worked evangelistically by Dr. Under-
wood, Rev. S. F. Moore, and Rev. F. S.

Miller. The former two being in Ameri-
ca, Rev. C. E. Sharp and Rev. A. G.
Welbon have represented them in this

and in the conduct of the preaching work.
The money has been given in very small

sums to individual households among the

Christian community and to a few others

for whom the leaders could vouch. Care
has been taken not to make it a means
of pauperizing. On the contrary it has
undoubtedly been a great means of bless-

ing in the preservation, of life, in the

mitigating of anxieties, and especially in

cementing the bond of Christian love and
fellowship between the Korean Christians

and those of other nations.

NOTES FROM CHUNJU.

By Rev. IV. B. Harrison.

Ten months ago it seemed that there

was going to be a great revival, in which
the Christians would be wonderfully
built up and a multitude converted. The
revival hoped for did not come, but there

has been a steady growth both in num-
bers and grace. At the recent examina-
tion 75 presented themselves. To 'en-

quire into the knowledge and Christian

experience of each of these is not a task

to be lightly undertaken, and to sit in

judgement of their qualifications to re-

ceive the sacraments is a most solemn
responsibility.

Of this number, 7 were not received

at all, some on account of ignorance of

the nature and purpose of the church,

some on account of continuance in known
sin. Twenty-eight were enrolled as

catechumens, 22 were retained as cateu-
mens, some of whom are undoutealy
Christians, but have not clear ideas as to
the sacraments and others were more or
less doubtful

;
and 18, after a rigid ex-

amination, were baptized.
It would strengthen the hands of the

“rope holders’’ at home to see how the
Holy Spirit is working in this dark cor-
ner of ’the earth. Mrk Chai, “the old
woman from over the hill,’’ loves her
Bible, her church, her Saviour. When
she thinks of what Fie has done for her
and the agony He endured, the tears will

come, she says. She has to plan and
work many ways to get off from the large
family to the meetings, for none of them
will come near the church. Fler place
is never vacant Sunday and it often takes
more than the long dark lonely road to

keep her from the prayer meetings.
The Nestor of the believers is Mr.

Kang, whose form is bent with 83 years
of sitting on the floor. His hair is thin
and white, but his heart is childlike.

When his grand-son-in-law, with whom
he lives, began attending the meetings
the old man opposed it all he could, but
when he saw that the young man quit
drinking, gambling, and provided better
for the family, he thought there must be
something in it. He has just finished

reading the New Testament in order and
his face beams when he speaks of his

hope.
Mrs. Chai “from outside the North

Gate” knew little of the foreigners and
care less about their strange doctrine.

She and her husband did not get along
very well, for he would some times come
home drunk and beat her. About two
years ago he got a tract at the market
and was converted. His changed life

proved to her the truth of the Gospel.

She accepted it for herself, and is now
an earnest Christian. Then there was
Mr. Chun’s nine year old “Little Baby,”
as the second daughter is often called,

who said in such a wray that she loved

Jesus and was not afraid of devils, as to

make one believe she knew what she was
talking about and meant what she said.

MRS. KIM OF SORAL

By Mrs. Sadie Nonrse Welbon.

Mrs. Kim is the woman helper of

Wnang Hai Do. She was in Seoul, visit-
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ing her son, who is Ur. Avison’s assist-

ant in the hospital. When we were
leaving for Hai Ju she asked to accom-
pany us, for it was on her way home.
Poor woman! She was dreadfully sea-

sick. She said ou£ day “I used to beg
Dr. Whiting and Dr. and Mrs. Under-
wood to come oftener to Sorai, but now,
knowing how hard the trip is, I wonder
how they could take it so man }

7 times.”
And yet Mrs. Kim is not afraid of

hardship. I doubt if any woman in

Korea has endured as much for the sake
of preaching the Gospel to her own peo-

ple and the regions beyond as has this

faithful helper.
* “One who has endured

hardness as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ” I think when I look at her
face. It’s a strong face, one whose every
feature expresses the life which has been
lived within, battles fought and won for

Him, trials and sufferings patiently

borne, hours and long nights even speut
in prayer and fasting, waiting upon God
when the heart was heavy with the
burden of souls unsaved or the life of
some dear one was in danger.
Her intense earnestness in her one

great aim, bringing souls to Christ, and
her strong faith in God as a hearer and
answerer of prayer make impressions not
soon to be forgotten.

WINTER -TRAINING CLASS
FOR WOMEN. •

By Miss Margaret Best.

It was thought that the failure of crops
in some sections of the country would be
the cause of keeping some women from
attending the Bible Study Class, who
might wish to attend. The expense for

board at one of these twelve day classes
amounts to less than one dollar American
gold. But that one dollar is to the average
Korean woman what ten dollars is to a
woman at home, who belongs to the fami-
ly of a day laborer or small farmer—

a

sum of money that can’t well be taken
from the family fund without close plan-
ning and perhaps some sacrifice. Our
fears were not realized. The attendance
was more than usual, and we were led
to think either that the territory trib-

utary to Pyeng Yang has not suffered so
much from the continued drouth of last

summer as other parts of the country
have suffered, or that when retrenchment

becomes necessary, the Korean Christ-

ians do not begin by cutting off expenses
arising from their connection with the

Church—there probably being truth in

both suppositions.

One cause of perplexity at former
classes has been to know how to hold the

interest of those country women who are

just coming into the light. In their

country homes they hear of the classes

held twice every year in Pyeng Yang
where women are taught from the Bible.

In their simplicity of heart they come iu

to the classes, jubilant sometimes, ex-

pecting to be able in a few days to learn

to read and to understand all the

doctrine. They have come every time,

usually ten or more of them, learned that

their hopes cannot be realized so soon as

they had expected, and after a few days
perhaps want to drop out and go home,
thinking that such things are not for

them yet. Sometimes they return to the

.next class having mastered the difficult

art of reading.

It has been a matter of regret to the

missionaries that the women should get

such ideas, and they have done what
they could to hold the attention of all

,

but never with such success as at this last

class. Of the one hundred country wo-
men who attended the class fifteen could

not read. These fifteen women with a

number of the city women were given into

the charge of Mrs. Shin, the pastor’s

assistant in work among the women in the

city, and of Mrs. Ko, Mrs. Wells’ Bible

Woman—both of them wide-awake, en-

thusiastic Christian workers. They
gave themselves to the work of teaching
those women, and succeeded so well that

every one of the women stayed until the

close of the class. It pays to train the

Christian women to teach their sisters.

The course of Bible Study adopted
last summer for these classes was put into

operation for the first time. Classes were
formed in the first three years. Twenty-
nine women were enrolled in the first or

lowestdivision, seventy-six in the second,

and sixty-one in the third. The second
and third divisions were altogether too

large to admit of giving them the best

instruction.

The attendance was probably more reg-

ular than at any previous class. With
very few exceptions those who entered

remained until the close of the class.
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WAYS THAT ARE DARK.

By Mrs. A. L. A. Baird.

Even very much restricted people like

us married women, whose feet are not
“set in a large room’’ as far as really get-

ting out among the people is concerned,
sometimes get interesting glimpses in-

to Korean ways of doing and think-

ing. Last Wednesday after my usual

Bible class was over, our old deaconess,
Mrs. Sin, told me the following tale:

—

The day before, she had received an
urgent message from Poong Mai, a place

a few miles away, to come at once and
cast out a devil. Gathering up this and
that faithful sister, and armed with
Bible and hymn-book, they set out. Ar-.

rived at the place, they found that the

family consisted of a mother and two
sons, the elder a boy of eighteen who
had begun to show an interest in Christ-

ianity, and had attended church service

in Pveng Yang for several successive

Sabbaths. The mother, seeing the drift

of things, declared that ancestral sacri-

fices always had been offered in her

family, and always would be, and she

would have no son who was otherwise

minded. Let him get back to the only

world he knew anything about, said she,

and do according to its customs.

“Very well, mother,’’ said the boy at

last, taunted beyond endurance, “if you
want me to do according to the fashion

of this world, I will. Hand over what
money you have and let me try my hand
at gambling.” And although the old

lady protested that that sort of work
wouldn’t do at all, he relieved her for-

cibly of all her spare cash, and hied him
away to a gambler’s den, where he
stayed until his capital was reduced to

the sum of three poon. Returning home,
he threw himself on the floor, and re-

mained there, speechless and motionless

for hours. Then suddenly his whole
expression changed, his face grew red

and swollen, and rushing to the mok-

chang where the devil garments were

kept, he threw off his own clothes, ar-

rayed himself in the fantastic garb pre-

pared for the evil spirits, and running

out to a plain near by, he leaped and
danced and shouted, apparently in the

full sweep of demoniacal frenzjL His

poor old mother was frightened half out

of her wits.

“Dear me !” she cried, “This is worse
than the Jesus-believing business. If

he is going to act like this, there is

nothing to do but send for some of the
Christians to cast out the demon.” And
this was the word \^hich had reached
old Sin Si.

When the women got to the place
they found the house and yard full to

overflowing with sight-seers r and the
opportunity was immediately seized upon
to present the Gospel. While they
talked, read, sang and prayed, the old

lady sat in the corner of the room, too
frightened and anxious to look up, but
the son was observed to cast glances at

her from time to time, at the same time
suppressing a disposition to smile.

Presently old Sin Si, undercover of the
crowd, made her way to his side, and
whispered in his ear, “Take fast hold of

Jesus, and don’t let go.” “Is letting

go possible?” was the quick answer,
and then he whispered in return,.

“Don’t worry about me. I’m all right.

I haven’t got any devil. I’m just

bringing mother around to my way of

thinking !”

On this hint, the rites of exorcism
were brought to a close, the crowd
dispersed, and the women came away,
feeling a comfortable hope, as old Sin Si
said, that the family would all become
Christians, and perhaps some of the
neighbors as well.

Here was a nice question of morals for

the Christian teacher ! I looked hard at

old Sin Si’s -inscrutable countenance,
but could make nothing out of it. She
neither excused, nor condemned. She
simply told the tale. I opened my
mouth to say something on the sin of

deceit, and then the thought came to

me of David and his feint of madness,
and of Elisha and how he misled the
hosts of the Syrians. It came not with
any thought of excusing moral crooked-
ness, or with the idea that such things

could ever under any circumstances be
pleasing to a righteous God, but only
with the comforting reflection that doubt-

less the Maker of man can get glory to

Himself even yet out of the devious

ways of His creatures. And close on
this came the second thought that Christ-

ian character is much more often a

growth than a sudden attainment, and
that even by such tottering first steps as
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these, it may please God to lead His
chosen ones on to better things.

SEOUL WOMAN'S CLASS.

By Dr. Eva //. f ield.

The Woman’s Class was held in the

Central Church from March 1 8th., to

29th. with the following program:

—

From 10:30 to 11 Miss Doty led the

devotions ; from 1 1 to 12 Rev. F.. S.

Miller taught First Corinthians : from
12 to 12:30 Mrs. Avison led them in

singing. After a short rest Miss Shields

gave them some selected Bible studies,

and from 2 to 3 they followed Dr. Field

in a study of the life of Christ. After

the first few days it seemed best to

separate them into two classes during
Mr. Miller's hour, and Miss Doty taught
the newer ones the catechism.

The class was represented from three

congregations here in the city-—the west-

ern, central, and eastern. One country
church more than four miles out was also

well represented : in fact several days it

was said “All Chautari is here.’’

The first day about twenty-five were
present but the next day more cariie,

and the numbeis increased until on
several days 70 were present, and the

last day about one hundred and twenty-
five were present at the closing con-

secration service.

Almost from the first, in Mr. Miller’s

class, they began counting chapters and
the number of days remaining, and
wondering if they would be able to finish

the book. Later they asked if the class

could not be continued long enough to

allow them to do so.

The interest shown was inspiring.

In the study of the Life of Christ, Stalk-

er’s outline was used, and many of the

women bought copies of the book and
took them home, and their questions
and answers each day showed that the}'

had been studying for themselves.
They were not accustomed to being

called by name to answer questions, and
at first many of them were so confused
at hearing their names called out that

they were unable to answxr, but they
soon overcame the feeling and seemed
glad to be called on.

After reviewing the work which had
been gone over, the women were called

on to mention any thought or verse

that had come to them with new mean-
ing during the class. One thought that

of all we studied, the verse where
Christ promises to gird Himself and
serve the servant whom He finds watch-
ing, was the best. Another thought
His promise to come again had come to

her with new meaning. One woman
with tears running down her face said

“Oh, to think of what Christ bore for

us, and how little we have done for

Him !”

The women were impressed with the

necessity for them to do something.
One, a widow, decided to send her

son and daughter to school, also the

future daughter-in-law. This leaves

her entirely alone in her home and she
says the neighbors will ridicule her, but
she believes the Lord wants her to have
the children educated. She is paying
liberally towards their support. An-
other result of the class is a weekly
union meeting of the women of the three

congregations at the central church for

Bible stud}-. The women came because
they wanted to study. They received

no financial help and 110 meals were
given, except that one of the Seoul
women provided from her own rice

lunch for some of- those who came in

from Chautari about three and a half

miles distant. She enjoyed doing it,

and we believe she was blessed in it.

One woman walked 170 li (about 57
miles) from An Sung to attend the class.

Her feet were blistered and she was
very tired, but she received benefit from
the class and cheerfully started back,

walking, to tell to those who could not

come, what she had learned.

Another of the Seoul women, Mrs'O,
after the class went with Miss Shields

and me to the country as Bible woman,
being away from home about 18 days.

When she stopped the first day out for

lunch she said to me “How good God
is ! I am 53 years old, and this is the
first time I was ever on a boat, the first

time I have seen the country, and He is

giving me this view of it all ;’’ and then
she spoke so often of His wonderful
creative power as we would get from the

mountain top a view of broad valleys

and distant mountain ranges. She was
never too tired to talk cf Jesus, and
every time the coolies put down her
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chair she had a group of listening wo-
men. She proved a most efficient help-

er and we were the more pleased because
it was all a labor of love. She was a reg-

ular attendant at the class and an earnest
Bible student.

These are but a few of the things that

have been especially brought before us.

May we not believe that God will bring
still larger blessings out of the study of

His word not only in the clas£, for that

was only the beginning, but in each of the

homes where these women are studying to

know what He would have them to do.

:Jc # #

At the close of the meeting one wo-
man, who last fall had wished to put her
daughter and her future daughter-in-law
in the school, but was unwilling to

furnish more than their clothes (though
she was able to do more, and for that

reason we did not take them),- was now
ready to furnish all she could for them ;

and we now have the gills, and bright,

promising ones they are. Another
mother, who has been interviewing me
about twice a year for several years

past, wishing us to take her daughters
on her terms, came this week, saying
that her husband had told her to come
and put the girls in the school and that

he would pay whatever was required for

them. In my heart I sang “the Long
Meter Doxology,” but with my lips I

only told the mother horv glad I was
to receive her daughters, and that wTe

would be trustful that in their coming
to us she and they, as well as we,

would find a blessing. These are only

the least beginnings of the fruits to be

gathered from this class. “The Lord of

the harvest’’ has His plans and pur-

poses for these people in such measure
as we have as yet in no way appreciated.

Pray for His children in this city, both

leaders and people, that in our lives and
work we may have “the wisdom that

cometh from above’’ and “the power of

the Spirit.” Pray that God be not

hindered in His plans and purposes for

these thousands who know Him not
;
but

that He may be glorified in the redemp-
tion of each one who will receive salva-

tion. He has been laying a burden of

prayer upon our hearts for these in our

very midst who are in bondage to Sa-

tan ; may our wills and our work be so

May rgo2.

entirely His that He may be able to ful-
fil all His* Will.

—

Extracted from private
letter of Miss S. A. Doty.

FAMINE SIGHTS:
_ •

By Kim Heung Kycng.

The two magistracies of Kimpo and
Tong Chin, on the sea-coast of Kyeng
Kvfi Do, have suffered severely from the
drought. In ordinary times this is a
fertile district, but for the past three
years little rain has fallen there, so that
farming has become impossible for lack
of water in the rice fields. There are
few fields devoted to the planting of other
crops. Many Chiistians reside in these
magistracies, who would glauly be at

work, especially since they are now with-

out the usual supply of dry grass for fuel

and are obliged to subsist as best they
can on roots and weeds. Although these
Christians have been assisting one an-

other as became possible, now they seem
to have come to their last resource, and
many of them are leaving their homes
and taking up the lives of beggars. Some
have remained at home till now, hoping
that the coming of rain would make it

possible to plant the rice fields, but have
been without useful occupation, and even
if rain comes they are without seed. The
appearance of all is emaciated and their

faces bloated, atid the children in gen-

eral are unable to rise from bed by reason

of starvation. Yet, even under such

trials, the faith of these people has not

failed, and they continue to manifest a

noticeable growth in grace. They meet

together for worship every Sabbath and

pray God for deliverance.

HOW THE WORD REACHED KOKSAN.

By Rev. C. F. Reid, D. D.

An illustration of how the good seed

takes root in Korea came under my
observation at Koksan, a small towm

among the mountains, a hundred and

fifty miles north of Seoul. The fame of

the medical work done in Seoul reached

the retired place, and a native doctor

living there determined to visit Seoul and

learn more about it, and, if possible,

obtain some of the new remedies. Ar-

riving in Seoul, he met both Dr. Heron

and Dr. Underwood. From the first he

obtained medicines and from the second

he received several copies of the Gospels
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and tracts. What use he made of the

medicines I am unable to say ; but the

books he laid upon a shelf in his home,
where they remained untouched for four

years. One day another doctor, from an
adjoining village, came in, and during
the conversation mention was made of

the trip to Seoul and the books which
were brought home. The visitor asked
to see them, and was laughingly told

that he might have them. He took
them to his home, and after reading
somewhat in them called in several of his

neighbors. As a result a little company
of believers was formed. They wrote
several mgent letters, begging the mis-
sionaries at Seoul to visit them and give
them fuller instruction

;
but the journey

was a long and difficult one, and every
one had his hands full, and it was not
till 1896 that time and opportunity served
for Drs. Underwood and Avison to visit

Koksan. In the meantime this little

band of believers read a good deal about
a washing rite (baptism), and not know-
ing what else to do, they gave each other
a bath in the name of the Holy Trinity.
Unfortunately, shortly after the two
missionaries left Seoul for Koksan the
murder of the queen took place, and a
courier was at once dispatched from the
United States Legation recalling them.
They had, however, time to examine and
baptize a few of the more intelligent and
devout believers before the recall reached
them.
No other attempt was made to visit

this section until about a year and a half
later, when it was my privilege to make
the trip with Dr. Underwood. After
five days of hard walking over roads that
were almost impassable, we reached our
destination. Ten h this side of Koksan
we were met by a companyof Christians,
who had come out the day before to wait
for us. Guided by them, we picked our
way through a narrow pass to the pic-
turesque little village nestled in a basin
among the mountains, where we were to
be entertained in the home of Dr. Cho,
the first believer, and the leading spirit of
this little band of believers. We re-
mained five days, during which we were
entertained as the most honored of
guests. Nothing was left undone that
could minister to our comfort

;
and the

spirit with which everything was given
was simply delightful. The good seed

had been scattered and had brought forth

fruit in the whole district, and men and
women came up from the country and
villages around to learn more from the

foreign teachers. There were, in all,

about fifty applicants for baptism, and
these were carefully examined, one by
one. Dr. tlnderwood left the reception
of these candidates largely to the judg-
ment of the few older Christians, and it'

was exceedingly interesting to see with
what care they weighed each case. Only
nineteen of the fifty were able to meet
the requirements of these men standing
as guards at the door of the infant

Church. These were finally baptized
and admitted into full membership, and
the others were put on the list of proba-
tioners until they had made further ad-

vancement iu knowledge and experience.
I have rarely enjoyed Christian com-

munion more than I did with these
simple followers of Jesus, many of whom
had developed bright Christian characters
with no other teacher than the Word of

God and the Holy Spirit .—From "The
Review of Missions ,

’
’ A ugusi

, 1899.

A WEDDING AT SCHOOL.

By Miss M. B. Barrett.

I attended a very interesting wedding
to-day, that of one of the girls in Miss
Doty’s school. The girl being a member
of a Christian family had had the privi-

lege, rare in Korea, of some correspon-
dence with the man whom her mother
had chosen for her, and she had seen him
once—-the day before her wedding.
At the appointed time the small com-

pany of missionaries present found the
two large rooms at the school thrown to-

gether and beautifully decorated with
flowers and vines. Presently the groom
with another Korean entered by one door,
and by another the bride, followed by the
whole crowd of her school-mates, who
took their places in the back of the room.
The bride and groom stood near the
center before Mr. Gale, who performed
the ceremonj\
The most striking feature was the

dress. The bride was gorgeously attired
iu a bright-red skirt falling from just
under her arms where it was fastened by
a broad white band, to the floor where
about four inches lay like a small train

all around her. This skirt according to
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Korean custom was brought by the

groom. Her short waist was of pale

green silk, lined with pink and very
pretty. Her hair, always before worn in

a long braid down her back, was done like

a married woman’s, low on her neck and
held in place by one very conspicuous
silver pin several inches long.

The groom wore the usual white cos-

tume with the black crinoline hat sur-

mounting the warm fur-edged hood which
is really for out-door wear. I do not

know whether he was so embarrassed as

to forget to take it off.

The groom was somewhat shy and the

bride painfully so.

As both are Christians the ceremony
was much like what we are accustomed
to at home. Mr. Gale read the marriage
service, made them man and wife, and
then offered prayer, and the simple cere-

mony was over. The bride did not once
lift her drooping head and her response

was barely audible. Afterwards when
friends were wishing happiness to the

young couple, and the girls were passing

refreshments, tea and cake, to the guests,

the bride and groom kept their backs

steadily toward each other. I am sure

they were both glad when it was all over

and they could leave—by separate doors

as they had entered.

This young couple will go to live in

southern Korea in Chyen Ju, the field of

the Southern Presbyterians, where the

bride will be a great help, we hope, with

her knowledgeof housekeeping, her edu-

cation (in text-books), her knowledge of

the Bible, and her music. It will be an-

other Christian home in Korea and, as

such, a center of light in the darkness.

We pray that God will bless these young
people aud build up many happy Christ-

ian homes, for such homes are a bulwark

of the church.

AMONG THE COUNTRY WOMEN.

By Miss E. L. Shields.

I found my first itinerating trip a very

interesting experience. It was much
less work for me because Dr. Field at-

tended to all the preparatory arrange-

ments, finances and coolies ;
yet I had all

possible opportunity to see the condition

and needs of the people among whom
we went. One is much more impressed

by seeing and being with them than sim-

ply hearing of their lives, and longs even
more to help make uplifting influences
for them and inspire greater desire aud
ambition among the women and girls to
learn to read and study for themselves.
While some of our roads lay through
monotonous country places, much of the
way was pleasant and refreshing, and
there were numbers of fine landscapes
for us to enjoy.

How inviting a dirty room in one of

the Korean inns may become when a
clean mat is spread out on one side after a
day or half a day’s journey has been
made and one feels tired enough to lie

down anywhere. We can also appreciate

more than ever our own comfortable
rooms upon our return home.
We left home April 2nd., reaching

Kon Chai, Sai To in the forenoon of next
day, and lodged in the church at that

place. The special day of the year upon
which the dust and cob- webs may be
brushed from the ceiling must have been
near but not yet arrived from indications.

Probably, however, the young wife was
kept so busy at other duties—and it is

expected soon to remodel or rebuild the

house—that there were reasons instead

of superstition which accounted for the

neglect.

Here I met with the women and
children several times ;

found among
them only one young woman who could

read. One boy among the children who
came could also read. There is a sort of

hopelessness “in the atmosphere’’ here,

but needs are so great, surely He will

bless and teach them in some way. On
Sunday I was with a congregation often

Christian women at Tong Mak Kol, who
are young in the faith but impressed one

with a spirit of fellowship and sinceritv

most refreshing. The Korean Bible wo-
man was with me, and we had a pleasant,

profitable morning. I had two meetings

at Kon Chai, and besides a study of

Scripture lesson with them ;
the urging

of the importance and interest in Bible

study for every Christian seemed most

necessary. We practiced a couple of

hymns with fair success at the moment.
If changes as great are made in those

tunes as I have heard in some others,

they may not be recognized next time.

We spent part of one day and night at

Nok Kokai, and the daughters of the

leader had all learned to read since
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Christianity had entered the family. The
hymn-book seems to be much more used
than the Bible among some of the wo-
men. A great many women and child-

ren gathered about our chairs at some of

onr resting places, and among those who
came simply out of curiosity were a few
who seemed more hopeful and listened to

the Bible woman and carried a tract away
which might be read before it would be
pasted on the wall. One woman followed
us a little way to the place our chairs
were resting and seemed to be sincere in

her intention to have her son teach her
to read. One Christian woman came out
as we were passing through her village

and gave us such a cordial greeting and
wished we might go into her house.

I enjoyed other meetings with the wo-
men, sometimes alternating with Dr.
Field in visiting a neighboring village

and sometimes teaching the children.

May the efforts, though few and weak,
be blessed because offered in His name
and because of His needy creatures.

—

Extractedfrom April Station Report.

CHUNJU.WOMEN STUDYING.
By Miss Mattie S. Tate.

At our last annual Mission Meeting at

our request we were authorized to hold a

class for the instruction of the women ;

primarily for those belonging to the cate-

chumen list ; but, as I told one of the
Christians, those women who care to

learn are never excluded from any Bible
study we may have. Word was sent out
to the country that those who were cate-

chumens were invited in to have a season
of study together, for them to come and
bring their rice, as many as could

; we
would begin study the tenth day of the
first moon and continue ten days.
As the tenth was on Monday the first

delegation came in Saturday, bringing
some rice which we found later on had
been furnished them by chose who were
meeting together for the worship of God.
We enrolled 42 with an average attend-
ance of 27.5, representatives of ^dif-
ferent villages outside of Chunju.

After the first two or three days they
decided among themselves that they could
spend the noon hour to better advantage
than in eating

;
so they would eat only

two meals a day, as their custom was at

home during the short days. Dr. Ingold

being away on professional business we
had the use of the dispensary and the
one ward, wdrere the women cooked, ate,

and slept. From half past eight to nine
we had Bible reading, songs, and prayer;
nine to ten, study of the miracles of

Christ, reasons for and effect of, which
they enjoyed exceedingly, and I hope
their faith was strengthened thereby

;
ten

to eleven Old Testament Story, taught
by one of the native helpers

;
eleven to

twelve, reading the native character, in

which a number of the women rendered
valuable assistance

;
twelve to one, study

of and instruction in the Catechism
;
one

to two, special instruction for the cate-

chumens in the ordinances of the church,
preparation for and partaking of, with
the study of Scripture references pertain-

ing thereto
;
two to three, Mrs. Harrison

gave them instruction in the Gospel of

Luke, which closed the regular study for

the day.

While some were preparing the even-
ing meal the others were usually found
trying to read or discussing the lessons

of the day. One dear sister said “When
I read of how Christ hung and bled upon
the cross for me the tears just flow of

themselves. How inexpressible must
bave been His love for us.”
When I would go down to them at

night the murmur of their voices trying

to read could be heard ere reaching the

house. I must not forget to say that

after those who came from far had rested

they took turn about two and two in

preparing and serving the food.

The last afternoon after study they
made Mrs. Harrison a visit at her house
inside the city

;
and that night they came

to see me and we had a royal good time.

Some of them are such mimics, and I en-

joyed as much as they hearing them take
me off, laughing at sotneof my mistakes in

the language, but all in such a spirit of

love and good-fellowship. Then they
have jokes of their own and stories of

the past that are exceedingly interesting.

After refreshments, consisting of wal-

nuts, pears, dried persimmons, and cand}’,

wre had some songs and prayer together :

then came the goodbyes, and I planned
to see them start home next morning,
but w'hen I went down they had already

gone.

It was a precious time of seed sowing
aud of cultivating seed already sown.
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Let 11s pray that there may be a rich

harvest of souls for the Master. We
have this promise with regard to His
Word, “It shall accomplish that which I

please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it.’’

Another item of interest is that we
have at last gotten a little girls’ school

started with an enrolment of twelve girls,

and they come to me twice a week. Mrs,
Ham assists me in teaching. I wish I
had more time to give them, for they
forget so much between times. We are

hoping that things may be so in the very
near future that our worthy, hard-worked
Committee may see their way clear to

send us a single lady to take charge of

the school, as there is no one here who
has time to do the school justice. Pray
the Lord of the harvest to send us help
speedily.

A HUMBLE BELIEVER.

By Rev. J. E. Adams.

Three years ago this month we were
holding daily evangelistic meetings in

the preaching room in the city. Not
only did we hold them in the preaching
room but twice a day we \yent out on
the streets and held meetings until we
had worked over the city. In the street

meetings we especially invited the people

to come to the church on Sunday. And
when Sunday came they did too ;

not

all of them but plenty. Our church
was only a little building sixteen by
sixteen feet on the outside, and one
fourth of that was a porch. So when
Sunday and the people came we filled up
the building dntil it was full, and opened
all the windows, and then spread mats
in the courtyard and filled up that,

and I and my helpers stood on the porch

and preached.
One Sunday after we had begun the

services an unkempt, ragged old fellow,

with his bare feet thrust into old straw

sandals, and with a broken hat and a

small bundle of clothes on his back,

straggled inside the gate and after listen-

ing to the talk for a while, came up cn
the porch and sat down on the floor

against one of the pillars. He listened

attentively, and after the preaching was
over when I called for questions and a

sign from those who wanted to become
worshippers of the one true God this

forsaken looking old fellow lifted up his
hand and said that it sounded to him
like good doctrine and that he would
like to “do” it. So after the meeting
he was invited in with the others who
had shown interest. He stayed a day
or two, bought several tracts and a New
Testament and went home expressing
his determination to “do’’ the doctrine.

In our after connection with him we
learned his story. He lived down in

the magistracy of Cheng To about
twenty-five miles from here. He was a

drunken, gambling, worthless old vaga-

bond
;
no good to himself, his family or

any one else. He became so trifling and
worthless, that, ashamed of himself, he
finally decided to abandon his home,
cease to be- a burden on his younger
brother, and take to the life of a wander-
ing homeless tramp. He packed what
few clothes he had in a little bundle,

swung it on his back, and as Taiku was
the nearest large city, drifted up here.

By accident—or shall we not rather rev-

erently say, by the sure' purpose of

Him who later saved and cleansed him

—

he wandered into the church that day,

not knowing what was going on, what
its purpose was, or who lived there : to

him it was only the guest room of a na-

tive house where by good luck he might

get a free meal.

As I said the seed fell into good ground ;

he bought some tracts and a Testament,

decided to go back home, and left, and

for some months we heard no more of

him. We also thought no more of him,

for the incident seemed to have almost

no significance. But meantime down in

the country at his home the light of the

Gospel was searching out the dark cor-

ners of his heart. As he pored over

the tracts and the Word the One cruci-

fied for his sins took form before him
and he believed. That winter he came
up to our Bible class in the search for

more knowledge and was with us fourteen

days of study. On the last day, after

the study was over I asked the various

ones what it had been to them, and if

they understood the way of salvation

better than they had before. Old man
Kim said, “It has been like a revelation

to me. I believed before, but I scarcely

knew what I believed. Now I know,’’

and again he went back to his home,

and to his digging on the Word. Subse-
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quently we heard rumors that he was
preaching down thereto others. In the
spring, just as I was preparing to leave
for the country on my spring itinera-

tion (that means traveling and preach-
ing you know) he suddenly turned up
in my guest room one day with three
other men, and announced that they
had come to spend three weeks in study
with me. The other men also were be-

lievers, aud they had brought all the
money and rice necessary for their use
during the stay. They were the results

of his preaching. I tried to explain to
them that I taught during the winter
and summer when I could not travel,
but that in the spring and fall I must
travel and preach to those who knew
nothing of the Gospel. I was very sorry.
They were dreadfully disappointed. If I

could only give them an hour a day they
would be more than satisfied. The
others had heard from Kim what a great
thing it was to study God’s Word with
us and they wanted to learn. Finally
I could not bear the thought of leaving
them, and gave them two weeks of teach-
ing : they went home rejoicing. These
three men are all now members of the
church, strong in the faith, and from
them have grown up two good groups of
believers. The faith of two of them has
grown up under bitter perescution and
temptations. But that is another story.

Next, Kim had trouble with his family.
They were willing to admit that believ-
ing was a good thing, for he himself
was a standing proof of it. But they
were also willing that in the family, it

should be confined to him. They would
follow the customs of the people. Kim
could do the believing for the family.
Besides there were a good many queer
things about the doctrine that they
didn’t understand, and how in the world
could they observe Sunday as he did
and make a living. But this by no
means suited his ideas. He considered
tiiat as the elder brother of the house he
was responsible before God for its obe-
dience to His commands. So he urged
and taught, but for a longtime to little

avail. At times he grew discouraged
and gave it up, but then his conscience
smote him and drove him to it again,
binally he determined that the house-
hold should no longer dishonbr the
Ford’s day, and called them together and

laid down the law to them. That Sun-
day was observed. Monday morning he
gathered them together again

;
they

decided on all the work that must be
done before the next Sunday aud the
days it must be done on. and it was so

done.. A few weeks later the barley

harvest came on. At the weekly Mon-
day consultation it was decided that the
barley must be not only cut but stacked
before the coming Sabbath, for if cut

and left in the field, and it should rain,

they would be tempted to work on Sun-
day in order to save their crop. It was
so done. Sunday it began to rain.

Their crop was all under cover. Their
neighbors’ were all cut and lying in the
field, and theirs was the only house in the
village that did not suffer damage. This
settled the advantage of obedience, and
from that day there has been no question

in that house of Sunday observance. All

its members are now faithful, and for

the most part, intelligent Christians.

Last year I made a trip down in his

part of the province. One evening
there were eight or ten of us gathered
in a little room eight feet square. By
the light of a little smoking kerosene
dip we were gathered in a circle on the

floor and had thus spent the evening
studying what the word of God said

about itself. After we were all through,

we sat a while talking it over—what a

wonderful book it was. Old man Kim
leaned over and picked his New Testa-

ment out from the pile of books—it was
worn and thumbed

;
the same book he

bought with his last money that first

day of his new life, three years before.

He held it before him in both hands, as

he looked at it, and said, “I love this

book like a mother loves her child.

When she lies down to sleep at night

she folds it in her arms and goes to

sleep : when she rises up she puts it on
her back and goes to her work. Though
I read its words a thousand times each
time they come with a new flavor to my
lips.” In the smoky, flickering half

light of the stifling room, as I saw the

quivering earnestness of the old man’s
face, and the reverent assent of the

circle of brown faces about him, a great

lump came into my throat, and I bowed
my heart and blessed God for the words.
They were worth far more than seven
years of a man’s life to hear.
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Old Kim is not brilliant. You would'
smile at the word if you saw him. He is

just a plain' rathtr dilapidated Korean
farmer in a small way with not always
enough to eat. But his heart is true
gold. There are three things he loves ;

the New Testament, his Master, and to

find a man into whose ear he can pour
the story. of the Crucified One.

NOTES TROM THE TUM PONG I CLASS.

By Rev. F. S. Miller.

The class at Turn Pong^ I was the first

held- in south .Kyeng Kui Do, and was
carried on on self-supporting plans. But
as it is famine year we supplied oil for the
lamps and some turuips. Each man
brought his rice or money with which to
buy it. On account of the famine about-
one half were kept away, but we had the
best half, numbering eighteen or twenty.
The work in this region; is- among the
newest in Korea, so there are not many
yet ready for class work.

All the neighboring villages and the
market-places were visited and tracts

distributed from house to house—about
2500 being used on the trip.

Mr. Son, in his prayer one morning
after the Bible study, said “Lord, en-
grave thy Word upon, our bones, that
we may never forget it.”

Mr. Pak,.who led the prayer-meeting
another morning, when he had read the
lesson and before he Vegan to dilate

on it, said “I must pray some,” and
then, after a short, earnest prayer for

wisdom, gave us a good talk on cross-

bearing.. Would that we all felt that

way before we undertook to teach the
Word.

Helper Kim gave us a good sermon on
Hebrews XI. on Sabbath

;
speaking of

Noah, he said “God said to Noah on a

bright sunnyday, ‘Noah, build aboat, for

I am going to destroy this world with a

flood’. And Noah believed God and
worked for years on that boat. If it had
been we, we would, have looked up into

the sky and said ‘Where are the clouds ?

And, anyhow, if a flood does come, can’t

we climb the mountains?’ God says to us

now in this famine year ‘Don’t worry
about what you will eat tomorrow. I,

vour Father, know what you need.’

And we say ‘Yes, that’s so, but.’ Yet
we really think we have faith !”
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AN EAGER LEARNER.

By Mrs. Sadie Nourse 1

1

'elbon.

To me the most attractive of all the

women who came to the class is a young
married woman of nineteen? who came
in to study and help Mrs. Yi during tjiq

classes. One afternoon she had to .go

out to the stream to do some washing,
and did not return till our study was
over. She came hurrying in, panting
from exercise and rapid walking,* and
her first words were not of the hard wTork
nor of the cold weather, but ‘‘What was
the lessyu this afternoon, and what
hymns did Wou sing?” And the women
readily gave her what each remembered
of the meeting. Her hands were blue

with the cold, but as soon as her fingers

could hold a pencil she was writing dyvvu

the Bible lesson and references for her

own study.

That evening, w’hen Mr. Welbon and
I went out for our walk, snow was fall-

ing and the ice on the stream wTas strong

enough to bear our weight. At the

washing place was the hole she had
broken in the ice, and there she had
spent the afternoon, dipping the clothes

up and down in the icy water and beat-

ing them with a paddle upon the stones.

How many American girls would Miave

cared after such work as that u7hat the

meeting had been?
This girl had a remarkable memory.

Often references w7ere given out in class,

and she could always repeat them all,

book, chapter, and verse, after hearing

me give them once. She wras so quiet

and modest that it was uot until one

meeting was spent in review that I saw-

how earnest she had been. Notes had

been taken on every lesson, or at least

the subject and Scripture verses were

THE KOREA FIELD.
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written down, so that she could, study

them again, “after we had gone,” she

said. The evening sermons in the

church too she had remembered-, telling

what had helped her most, and asking

many questions on passages she did not

understand.

FROM FEBRUARY STATION REPORT-OF
REV. C. E. SHARP.

Mr. Yi, the helper, returned from his

trip down the river and reports much
destitution among the people in that
section. Two or three incidents have
come to my notice illustrating 'both the
good and bad.effects of giving the people
help. 'At one place some of the people
had about reached the limit of their re-

sources, and were pra'ying that God
would help them. Just at that time Mr. Yi
came along and gave them a little money.
They at once recognized it as an answer
to their prayers and expressed their
gratitude to God for what He had done
for them.
Another incident took place in the city.

I visited the homes of a number of those
• reported as being most in need of help.
The next day a little .money was. sent to

a few of tljem. One old man afterwards
told how. when they were in need, the
Rprd had told the moksa to come and see
them and had afterwards sent them some
money.
The other incident shows the other

side. One man who was passed by took
his Bible to the leader of the group' and
said he was not going to have anything
more to do with the church.
During the past month three members

of the Sa Mun A11 church have been dis-

ciplined
; two of them for theft and one

for having assisted in an illegitmate
business enterprise.

AN INN WITHOUT A BAR.

By Aftss M. S. Sale, Chunjn.

One day last fall, while out on a coun-
try trip, one of my friends came and I

inquired as to how she was getting along,
and this was her answer

;
“Oh very well

indeed : we do not sell intoxicants any
more. I used to think that as we were
keeping an inn, if we did not sell wine
we could not possibly make a living

; and

when my husband said that he had decided
that it was wrong and was going to quit. I

became very angry and said we would just

starve. “Well,” he says, “we will

starve. then, for the Book of God says it

is wrong, and as I trust in Jesus as my
Savior and have made up my mind to

obey what I know to be - right, we will

stop;” and we did, for his word is the
word of the house. And, strange as it

may seem, we live in a larger house and
haye more guests than when we sold in-

toxicants. , God has •'Sent them to us,

for generally those who sell eatables alone
have p hard time to live. Now I am glad
that we do not sell drinks, for the place
is so much more quiet, and there is more
pleasure.in living, and I too have .begun
to trust in Jesus as my Savior?” After
tha,t I visited her in her home and found
that they did have the nicest inn in the
place. And as we sat in the front room,
we could hear every thing that went on
out side

;
and while there were those who

came for food, there was not. one who
asked for intoxicants', and it is one of

the most quiet intis I ever was in.

Obedience has brought its own reward,
for they formerly lived in a very small,

low, one-roomed house and had truly a

hard time to live. And I found that
she, though an inn keeper, was accorded
a certain amount of respect.

. THE WOMEN OF KIMPO.

From Nov. Report of Dr* Eva IT. Field.

November 5th. I went to Kim Po,
where I stayed until the 15th. I found
some earnest Christians among the wo-
men, and was especially pleased with the
young girls of 14 to 16 and 17 years old.

They could not read, but were anxious
to learn, and we spent some time each
day studying Enmun. The ignorance of
the women prevented my holding a class

or doing much in the way of teaching
any one book. I tried taking up the
Gospel of Mark, but one or two lessons
proved to me that they would profit more
by selected lessons

; and as they came to

me, usually, morning, afternoon, and
evening, we had’ lessons from various
portions of the New Testament.
On Sunday 42 women came, some from

10, some from 30 Ti away*. They all staid

until after the Sabbath-school in the after-

noon, when most of them returned, some
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remaining until Monday, and one woman,
who brought her Bible, stayed until

Wednesday. They all seem to me to

need a desire to learn to read. They
seem to think it doesn't matter whether
or not thy can do so. I tried hard to

stir up some ambition and hope that

some good may come from the visit.

THE REFLEX OF CHRISTANITY.

Mr. Swallen who returned from fur-

lough in America last fall after a year’s

absence from his work took the first op-

portunity after the close of Annual Meet-
ing in October to revisit his work in

Whang Hai Province and to visit that

part of Mr. Lee’s work which is in his

charge until Mr. Lee returns. He writes

thus of what he was privileged to see

and do.

“Five and a half weeks were spent on
this trip and seventeen stations visited.

As a whole the work is most encourag-
ing, not so much in increase of numbers
as in actual growth in grace. A most
noticeable and encouraging feature of

the work as I observed it was the very
marked desire for education and the be-

ginning of schools in the various out-

stations. Seven schools were formally
organized on this trip. Each of these

schools was organized with a school board
of three or five members, with the Mis-
sionary as chairman.
Another encouraging feature is the

very manifest desire on the part of the

Christians to improve their mode of

living. This was brought out in the four

conferences which were held and at which
were discussed the subjects of schools for

boys and girls, home government,
marriage, and burial. In these discus-

sions they (the Korean leaders) spoke
very plainly of the home duties, empha-
sizing family prayers, cleanliness, dress-

ing of children, modest dressing of

adults, the training of children, and
the need of the mothers to know how to

teach and train the children, hence the

absolute needs of girls’ schools. Child
marrige was denounced and the leaders

and helpers refuse to officiate or attend

where the parties are under the age limit

of sixteen and eighteen years. The pro-

priety of building houses on high and dry
gronnd was advocated and burial grounds
secured for the burial of Christians were

recommended. In all the discussion

there was not a single discordant note.

I cannot imagine a more glorious sight

than this, to see a people amerging out of

darkness into light. Nor can there be a

greater opportunity than to teach and
guide them at such an hour.”

FROM, PRIVATE LETTER OF REV CYRIL
ROSS DECEMBER jo, 1901.

Am leaving for my third trip to coun-
try to-morrow morning. We hear good
reports of a work beginning in the vicin-

ity of Masanpo. Can report two church
buildings arranged for wholly by the

Christians and twenty catechumens since

returning from Seoul.

INCIDENTS AT MOKPO.

By Miss E. L. Shields.

A few notes about the work and people

interesting to me while I was taking

vacation at Mokpo. It was a real pleas-

ure to become acquainted with the wo-
men and children who attend the church
and classes conducted by the Southern
Presbyterians, and to observe the methods
of work.
One day we went to several small vil-

lages back of Mokpo, which were located

in a valley occupied chiefly by rice-fields,

though there were also a few hills, small

evergreen trees, and bamboo hedges and
thickets. I do not think I have seen

such dilapidated houses before, nor wo-

men and children whose hands, faces,

and clothes were more dirty. Our at-

tention was called to a little thatched

room in the court-yard of one house,

which had been built for the spirit of the

old grandfather, who had died two years

before. The dead man’s clothes were

hung there, and underneath strips of

paper, having names or inscriptions

written on them, which were pasted on

one side of the wall, was a table and

dishes used for the food offered to the

spirit. The widow, an old woman 81

years of age, sat just inside the door of

her own house, pulling cotton out of the

pods. She was very interesting and

very dirty, but seemed to be thoughtful

and intelligent in listening and asking

questions. It was doubtles not her first

hearing, and we concluded from what
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she said that one of her grandsons was
receiving Roman Catholic teaching.

In the same village we saw a small low
room with only one opening to the sun-

light, which contained a baby, besides a

loom. &c.
,
for the manufacture of nar-

row cotton cloth. The pretty young
girl at the house was too shy to show us

how the work was done.

It was very encouraging to
v
see with

what enthusiasm
,
the children came to

classes, and although their progress in

learning to read and write was slow,

they remembered so well what they heard.

A ten year old Chinese girl has been a

frequent visitor at Miss Straeffer’s re-

cently, and is eager and bright in her
study of Enmouu.
A bright young woman called one day,

and we found that she had been with
Fusan missionaries (Australian Mission)
a good deal when she was a child

;
but

since her marriage about five years ago
had entirely given up going to church,
&c. However she evidently believes

still that Christianity is a good thing,

for she has encouraged the graudmother
of the home to allow a dear little girl to

attend church and classes as often as she
likes.

Among the most cheerful sick-rooms
I’ve ever been in was that of O Kung
Youg, a boy of probably 18 or 19 years,

who has been a good deal among the
missionaries. He has been sick for more
than a year with tuberculosis, and has
not been able to walk for a long time

;

but he finds so much to be glad and
grateful for in the midst of his physical

suffering that it is a real help and in-

spiration to see and know him.

—

Extract-

edfrom March Station Report.

A SHORT TRIP.

By Rev. C. E. Sharp.

Besides the regular work in the city

I have spent a week in the country. Mr.
E. H. Miller went with me on this trip,

and also the two helpers, Mr. Yi and Mr.
Kim. We spent two days at Tokgeuni,
twenty li from Seoul. Services wTere

held each evening and were quite well

attended. There were twenty-three
apapplications for examination, and we
conducted a partial examination. Of
this number we found seven whom we
could recommend for baptism, twelve for

the catechumenate, and four were advised
to wait. Among a number here we
found a very earnest spirit, and the
evidence of the Spirit’s working m their

hearts was very plaiu. These few wrere
studying their Bibles and growing in

grace. This group had planned to build
a church and had already collected much
of the timber necessary when the crop
failure stopped the work. The timber is

piled up waiting for better times.

From this place we went to Mekchuri,
forty li distant. This small group was
formerly a part of Mr. Moore’s work, but
as it could be more easily worked from the
Haingju group of churches, it was joined
to them. We stopped for dinner that
day at a place called Su Mai. There
were two families of believers here, and
we interrupted a prayer-meeting which
they were holding. One family especial-

ly seemed very earnest. They were
afterwards examined at Haiug Ju. The
father and mother and daughter seemed
to be ready for baptism, but in the course
of the examination it came out that some
time before the girl had been betrothed to

a boy in a heathen family in another
village. We pointed out to the parents
that this was not in accord with the
teachings of the New Testament, and it

seemed best to make this a test of the
strength of their purpose to follow

Christ. The}r were very much exercised

over the matter, and we can only hope
that they will decide right. The little

girl was heart-broken and afterwards
declared to some of the Koreans that she
would never marry that man.

After examining candidates at Haing
Ju and Chai Chang Mai we returned to

Seoul. The work in these three places

is in much the same condition. The
great need is instruction and enforcing

the necessity of studying the Bible for

themselves. The fact that there are

some who are studying the Bible in this

way and are growing in knowledge and
grace without much outside assistance

shows that it can be done by others. In
the examinations it became apparent that

the danger to some is, that having learned

the first truths of the Gospel they will

be satisfied with these, and repeating

them over and over, and learning no-

thing new, those truths will finally be-

come without power and without life.

As a result of the examinations we were
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able to recommend twenty-four for the

catechumenate, nineteen for baptism, and
eighteen were advised to wait.

The people are feeling the famine
severely in some of the villages, but are

getting along better than we dared to

hope four months ago. We helped in a

small way thirty-seven families. The
fields are mostly dry and bare. Even the

ducks and geese that swarm on these

plains at this time of year seem to have
deserted them, and flying high over
head, pass on to seek better pastures.

—

Extractedfrom March Station Report.
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GIRLS’ BOARDING SCHOOL, SEOUL.

By Miss S. A. Doty.

The purpose of this School is to take

the girls from Christian homes and give

them such advantages as will better fit

them for life as it may open up before
them. From among these girls we may
look for the future teachers for our girls’

schools and for helpers in our work with
the women

;
but it is our especial pur-

pose that they may be the better fitted to

take their places as wives and mothers in

Christian homes
;
and that from such

homes they maj^ be a source of blessing

to their neighbors and to the Church of

Christ in Korea. “It is the purpose of

the Mission that this school shall be fed

the Christian Day Schools.”
As to literary pursuits—their educa-

tion is not that which comes b}r sitting

on the floor, swaying the body to and
fro in unison to the time and tune (?)

in which characters are shouted, and by
which means Korean students of classics

are supposed to become literary persons :

but there is a quiet thoughtful reaching
out of the mind for more and better

things.

They are learning how to read and
write the Korean character. They are

acquiring some knowledge of the Chin-
ese character, not through Confucian
Classics but through Christian literature.

They know that the world is round
;
they

know its natural divisions of land and
water ; its countries and their capitals

;

the more important mountains, rivers,

and cities ; most of them can draw maps

of the world and of continents and coun-
tries

;
they know many items of interest

connected with special places and con-
ditions. They know something of his-

tory. They are able to do some work in

mental and written arithmetic. They
know something of physiology and hy-
gene

;
in fact they have, in one way and

another and almost entirely without the
use of text-books (for we do not teach
English, and Korean -text-books have to

come with the advancing work in the
schools) acquired sufficient knowledge to
make them very hungry for more, and to
be ready to do anything within their

power in order that they may receive it.

All of the work pertaining to the
Boarding department—cooking, washing,
ironing, roofnwork, etc.—is done by the
girls in the school and special attention
is given to their housekeeping and
sewing.
The girls are set off in divisions, and

thus with Mrs. Shin to teach and direct

in the more difficult parts, the various
kinds of work are undertaken. No little

attention is given to nice tailoring.

There are in the Metropolitan Museum
in New York three complete suits of

men’s and boy’s clothing, as well as a wo-
man's, girl’s and baby’s suits, which
were made by the girls here in the
school. At this present time suits of

clothing are being made which will be
sent to West Virginia ; all the sewing
done is not, however, for foreign patrons.

This year Mrs. Vinton took charge of

a class of four girls who have taken les-

sons about twice a week in knitting; the

girls have found this work very attract-

ive, and we can already name this as

one of the industries of the school. Each
phase of the work as it comes in its or-

der is dignified as The all Important thing.

It is not simply that the pupils may
become accomplished in such lines of

work as we may be able to pursue, that

we are aiming ; but that through the ex-
i

ercise of their powers they may get ideas,

and acquire the ability to think anti to do\

and most of all that they may find a heart
!

knowledge of “worship in service,” no
matter how humble the work may seem,

because it is done “as unto Him.”

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE, SEOUL.






